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22 State Agriculture Ministers Come Together

in a Historic First for Indian Agriculture
T
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Press Release | New Delhi |
May 30, 2026 | In a historic first
for Indian agriculture, Agriculture
Ministers from 22 states came
together on a single platform dur-
ing the two-day National Kharif
Conference held on May 28—-29 at
the PUSA campus in New Delhi,
one of the country’s premier agri-
cultural research centres. The con-
ference culminated in a collective
commitment to improve the lives
of farmers and strengthen the agri-
cultural sector through coordinat-
ed action and effective implemen-
tation.

Far more than a routine review
meeting, the conference emerged
as a national platform for commit-
ment, coordination, and ground-
level execution. Chaired by Union
Minister for Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare and Rural Development
Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the
first day witnessed extensive dis-
cussions among senior officials
from state agriculture and horti-
culture departments. On the sec-
ond day, Shri Chouhan remained
present throughout the proceed-
ings as state Agriculture Ministers
engaged in an unprecedented
extended discussion that contin-
ued into the evening. Together,
they charted a common roadmap
on critical issues including Kharif
preparedness, self-reliance in puls-
es and oilseeds, balanced fertilizer
use, natural farming, and the pro-
posed 'Khet Bachao Abhiyan'
Campaign.

One of the most notable out-
comes of the conference was the
commitment made by Agriculture
Ministers, following Shri
Chouhan’s appeal, to not only sup-

port natural farming at the policy
level but also to adopt and experi-
ment with it on their own farms.
The objective is to lead by example
and inspire greater confidence
among farmers.

The National Kharif Conference
once again demonstrated that
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the
Government of India views agri-
culture not merely as a question of
production, but as a broader
national responsibility encompass-
ing soil health, environmental sus-
tainability, nutrition security,
farmer prosperity, and the well-
being of future generations.
During the conference, Shri
Chouhan strongly urged state gov-
ernments to simplify administra-
tive procedures and remove
unnecessary complexities so that
farmers can benefit more effective-
ly from government initiatives.

The first day of the conference
brought together senior officials
from across the country to discuss
Kharif season preparedness, seed
availability, fertilizer management,
crop planning, water management,
and region-specific challenges.
Significantly, after delivering his
opening remarks, Shri Chouhan
chose to sit among the participants
at the back of the hall for the entire
session, listening closely to the dis-
cussions. On the following day,
under his chairmanship, state
Agriculture Ministers carried the
discussion forward and trans-
formed it into a shared policy com-
mitment and action agenda.

At the concluding session, Shri
Chouhan appreciated the serious-
ness, dedication, and active partic-
ipation displayed by both officials
and ministers. He remarked that
he had rarely witnessed such com-

mitted engagement from partici-
pants. His observation reflected
the spirit of the conference, where
attendees presented themselves
not only as administrators, but as
thinkers, practitioners, and agents
of change.

Perhaps the strongest message
to emerge from the conference was
that “Saving Farms Means Saving
the Future.” Shri Chouhan empha-
sized that protecting farms is not
only about safeguarding agricul-
tural land, but also about preserv-
ing the environment, the nation,
and the future of coming genera-
tions. In this context, special
emphasis was placed on the bal-
anced use of fertilizers.

The Union Minister clarified
that the objective is not to com-
pletely prohibit chemical fertiliz-
ers, but to promote their scientific,
balanced, and judicious use. To
achieve this, he called for a nation-

Educationists Gather at "Al for
Educators" Principals' Conclave
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Jhunjhunu. Singhania
University organized a Principals'
Conclave on the theme "AI for
Educators" at the Chandni Resort
in Narnaul. The event saw the par-
ticipation of principals, education-
ists, and prominent figures from
the education sector representing
numerous schools across the
Shekhawati, Narnaul, and
Mahendragarh regions. The pro-
ceedings commenced with the ren-
dition of the Singhania University
anthem. The keynote speaker for
the event was Vipur Rathore,
Managing Director of the Jetri
Group and an AI expert. He
apprised the participants of the
various facets of Artificial
Intelligence, demonstrating how
Al can enhance the effectiveness of
education, administration, content
creation, research, and the teach-
ing-learning process. During the
program, the attending principals
and educationists posed numerous
questions regarding AI, which Mr.
Rathore answered in comprehen-
sive detail. Welcoming all the
guests, the University President,
Dr. Manoj Kumar, stated that
under the leadership of University
Chairman Ravi Singhania, the
institution is making continuous
strides in the fields of education,
sports, and infrastructure. He fur-
ther announced that the 3rd Asian
Para Throwball Championship is
scheduled to be hosted at the
Singhania University campus in

March 2027, an event that will fea-
ture participation from athletes
representing over 20 nations. This
initiative is expected to further
solidify the university's standing
and recognition on the interna-
tional stage. University Chairman
Ravi Singhania remarked that the
university's objective extends
beyond merely conferring degrees
upon students; it aims to equip

them with employment-oriented
skills and prepare them to face the
challenges of the future. He
emphasized that, with a keen eye
on evolving technologies and
employment market demands, the
university is organizing such pro-
grams to enable both students and
educators to constantly update
themselves with the latest knowl-
edge and skills.
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wide awareness movement and
institutional campaign.
Consequently, the conference pro-
posed that the Khet Bachao
Abhiyan be developed as a joint
national initiative involving the
Central = Government, State
Governments, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research, agricul-
tural universities, Krishi Vigyan
Kendras, and the wider scientific
community.

Shri Chouhan also emphasized
the need to establish coordinated
implementation =~ mechanisms,
monitoring systems, and dedicated
control rooms to ensure that the
campaign evolves beyond an
appeal and delivers measurable
outcomes on the ground.Another
significant development was the
public commitment made by state
Agriculture Ministers to personally
adopt natural farming practices on
their own farms. Since most

Scouts Serve Lemonade at Coulrt and '!Colle_(p:torate
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Agriculture Ministers are them-
selves connected to farming, this
decision carries practical signifi-
cance rather than being merely
symbolic. Shri Chouhan stressed
that when policymakers and public
representatives demonstrate natu-
ral farming models themselves,
even on a small scale, the message
becomes more credible and inspir-
ing for farmers.

Experiences from states such as
Gujarat were highlighted as valu-
able examples in this regard. The
Governor of Gujarat, Acharya
Devvrat, also participated exten-
sively in the conference and, dur-
ing a special session, strongly
advocated the expansion of natural
farming practices across the coun-
try. The conference further under-
scored that Kharif planning will no
longer be confined to seasonal pre-
paredness alone. Instead, it will be
linked to a broader agenda encom-
passing self-reliance in pulses and
oilseeds, soil health, prudent man-
agement of input costs, and sus-
tained enhancement of agricultur-
al productivity. The emerging poli-
cy vision seeks to simultaneously
increase production while protect-
ing and restoring the health of nat-
ural resources. Another important
aspect of the discussion was the
communication strategy required
to transform policy decisions into
public movements. In his conclud-
ing remarks, Shri Chouhan
emphasized that the decisions and
campaigns finalized during the
conference must be continuously
communicated to farmers and the
public through various outreach
and awareness platforms. Such
efforts, he said, would help trans-
form agricultural reforms from
administrative initiatives into peo-
ple-centric movements driven by

Jhunjhunu. Under the joint
auspices of the Rajasthan State
Bharat Scouts and Guides District
Headquarters and the District
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission, a water service initia-
tive was undertaken within the
Court and Collectorate premises,
offering cool water and lemonade
to the general public.

CO (Scout) Mahesh Kalawat
stated that, under the guidance of
Manoj Meel, Chairman of the
District Consumer  Disputes
Redressal Commission, this water
service—providing lemonade and
cold water—was organized to offer
relief to the public during the
scorching summer heat. The initia-
tive received widespread and effu-
sive praise from judicial staff,
members of the Bar Association,
the general public, employees of
various government offices, police
personnel, and administrative offi-
cials.

Led by Scout Teacher Dinesh
Kumar Lakhtakiya, Rangers Ritika
Chaudhary, Senior Ranger

Udaipurwati. Amidst the scorching heat and
blazing sun of the month of Jeth, a commendable daily
initiative of providing cool water service can be wit-
nessed on the bypass road outside the Baba Sundardas
Gopal Gaushala (Cow Shelter) in Jakhal. Pratap Singh
Mund explained that relief is provided here to passing
travelers and devotees by serving them cold water and
sharbat (sweetened beverage). A unique feature of this
service endeavor is that the entire responsibility for it
has been undertaken by a children's group known as
the “Tapu Sena.” Young children—such as Nikendra,
Pramod, Ankit, Daksh, Punit, Privanshu, Lalit, Kartik,

cause.

Jakhal’s “Tapu Sena” Provides Water Service to Travelers

PRABHAT HEADLINE Siddhant, and Shalu—arrive at the Gaushala every
afternoon and dedicate themselves to this service. The
children begin by cleaning the travelers' rest area, set-
ting up tents to provide shade, and sprinkling water to
cool down the surroundings. Subsequently, in a disci-
plined manner, they prepare cold sharbat and serve it
with great humility to passersby and devotees visiting
the Gaushala. Theyhave pledged to continue this serv-
ice uninterrupted throughout the entire month of
Jeth. Travelers, too, are offering their blessings to the
children while praising their spirit of service. The
Gaushala family has also appealed to the general pub-
lic to spare some time and contribute to this noble

@

Mentors Sanju Kumawat, Kiran
Kumari, and Kanchan Kumari
actively participated in this water
service drive. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Manoj Meel, Chairman of the

public participation.

Shri Chouhan also stated that
under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Central Government seeks to build
a culture of shared responsibility
in agricultural governance rather
than limiting itself to the
announcement of schemes. He
observed that achieving great goals
does not require a great position,
but a great resolve. This sentiment
emerged as the defining spirit of
the conference, with ministers and
officials collectively committing
themselves to fulfilling their
responsibilities with dedication
and purpose.

The two-day National Kharif
Conference is being regarded as a
landmark event because it elevated
agriculture from a departmental
subject to a national mission. The
'Khet Bachao Abhiyan' balanced
fertilizer use, practical models of
natural farming, and the goal of
self-reliance in pulses and oilseeds
will now move forward within
defined timelines and implemen-
tation frameworks. The conference
is therefore expected to mark a sig-
nificant and positive turning point
for the agricultural sector.

Concluding the conference, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan led partici-
pants in a collective pledge that the
ideas and commitments emerging
from these two days of intensive
deliberation would be translated
into action on the ground. This
transition—from ideas to commit-
ment, and from commitment to
implementation—is being regard-
ed as the most significant achieve-
ment of the National Kharif
Conference 2026 and a reflection
of an Agriculture India moving
decisively towards action-oriented
transformation.

o i 3
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission, remarked that per-
forming such a noble act of water
service during intense heat is a
highly commendable endeavor.
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